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ABSTRACT 

Teachers' ratings are often used as early as the 
preschool period to provide an overall picture of children's 
behavioral adjustment and social competence. The goals of this study 
are to (1) show the relations among general, outcome-oriented 
observational categories of preschoolers' social competence and (2) 
specify those discrete emotions and reactions to emotions which are 
likely to form substantial bases of th;ise more decontextualized 
teacher ratings. Thirty-one preschoolers between the ages of 31 and 
54 months were rated by teachers using both the Baumrind Preschool 
Behavior Q-Sort and the Problem Behavior Questionnaire. They were 
also independently observed for emotions expressed and reactions to 
peers I emotions. Results indicated that there were more borderline 
and significant correlations between teacher ratings and observation 
than would be expected by chance. Stepwise multiple regression 
analyses revealed patterns of children's affective displays which 
predicted global teachers' ratings. A coherent, nonrandom relation 
was found between teachers' judgments of various aspects of 
adjustment/social competence and both children's affective 
expressions and their reactions to specific emotions of peers in the 
classroom. This study confirms a correspondence between molar and 
molecular means of assessing social-emotional competence in 
preschoolers. (Author/BN) 
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ABSTRACT 

EMpMmion o* and rMctien to pMrs* •iiiotion«l display* 
conmtitut* iaportant co«pon»nts oi prMchool behavioral 
•djuBtMmt and social co«p»t»nco. Tsachars* ratings ars of tan 
utilisad as sarly as ths prsschool psriod to provids an overall 
picturs of just such behavioral adjustaent and social coMpetence. 
The Qoals oi this presentation are to (1) shOM the 
relations aaong osneral, outcone>ariented teacher ratings and 
•ore discrete, process-oriented observational categories o* 
preschoolers' social conpetence and (2) at the same tiee, to 
specify those discrete emotions and reactions to eootions which 
•re likely to fore substantial bases of these eore 
decontextualixed teacher ratings. 31 preschoolers were rated by 
teachers using the BauMrind Preschool Behavior Q-Sort and the 
ProblOM Behavior Questionnaire! they were also independently 
observed for emotions expressed and reactiiins to peers' eeotions. 
Results indicated that there t«ere clearly eore borderline and 
significant correlations than expected by chance between teacher 
ratings and observational categories. Stepwise multiple 
regression analyses deline^ited patterns of predictors of the 
global teachers' ratingsl eaotional doaain variables are 
ieportant aspects of what we call social coapetence in young 
children. Happy, sad, and angry eaotion viisplays, as well as 
Matching eaotion, or reacting to eaotion by reinforcing, sharing, 
looking, helping, leaving, and ignoring others' eeotions nay all 
be ieportant bases of judgments of social coapetence made by 
adults familiar to preschool children. 
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IVmOHAL AMD PMSOCIAL eORMLATlt QT fMACMMta* IUT2IIGS OP 
f^MSCMDOt SOCIAL CORRSTUICg MIO mmOR PKOkLBRS 

fupMsloa of sad r Motion to poors* oaotioool dioployo 
ooaotituto loportont eooponoato o^ prooehooi bolMvierol 
odjuotooot ond oooial eoopotoaeo CHoTfaoo, 19e2i Srottfo, Seliorr, 
llotti* Lowrooki, A LoFronioro, 1«A4» Stroyor* aMO>. Tooehoro' 
rotlitf o oro efton utilisod oo oorly o» thm prooehoel porled to 
provldo en ovoroll pieturo of just ouoh bohoviorol od;ruotaoat and 
oooiol ooapotoaeo (Bobor 6 StriagXioId* a»74» Olson oi ml,, 
19M»» Rotlngo ore noro doooatoirtuollsod nooouroo tbon 
oboorvotionol d«t«» uooful whon porfornod by poroono Couch so 
P*'*«ehooa tosehoro3 who havo oboonrod ratooo In a ntwbor of 
aottlngo or undor varying bohovioral doaaada Ccf . Caima 6 Grooa, 
19823. Sooo oorroapondaneo botifoon tho two aothoda of aaaoaaaont 
would V howovor, bo oapaetodi for oxaaplo, oao would oxpoet that - 
tho aero behavioral ^y apoeifio pr«*ewiMM« oaptured in obaorvationa 
of oaotioaal diaplaya aad roeetioaa to oaoticaa would iadood 
predict aoro global toaehora' ratinga of eooi«l m9m^m*.mn%,m. 

Thua tho goela of this proaentetioa ere to CI 3 show the 
roletioaa eaong gonorel, outooao'orieatod teeehor retinge end 
aoro diaeroto* proeeaa-oriontod obaorvetional oatogorioa of 
proaohoolora' eooiel ooMpw^enow ami <2> at the aeao tlae, to 
epoeify thoao discrete eaotions end react-lons to waotiene which 
are likely to fora eubstantial bases of these acre 
deooateortaeiisod teacher ratings* 



Slltoatfiit «^Mr« aa prmmohoolmrm (12 flrls wd 19 boy»r ^9^n 
* O •OS, rM«9 • sio»># of mX461m to yppwoi^dlo S£3. 

JBmiMfGLl> MirStMlod tho /olIoi#lis«S 

MfiMeOt <li«PPy# oad# ongry^ hurt# ofroid» ond othmri ond 
CtBfitelBlll fcfi BttCll tBellBOt (0*90, Botching^ roinf oroifig 
holpin9# ■horiiS9# coneora# looving^ lookini^r ignoring) # oboorvod 
in tho olooorooo by indopondont ob»orvor» ^pwcont^go ogroonent 
tor oootions » eOOi porcontogo ogroojiont tor roaotions t.o 
ooot^ons ■ •01)^ 

(2> tho Bohor Probioo Bohovior Ouoot^onnoiro CPBO^ Bohar# 1972| 
oooroo sooordod by tooohoro inoludod i^ggroooivo, 
Nioorohlo/Unhappy, ond Myporoetivo/Irrit^oblo footor oooroo>i 
C3) tJto Proochool Bohovior Q-Sort (Bounrind, 1969i oeoroo 
rooordod £rom tMiohmr»^ oortM laeludod factor oooroo for 
frioodlino»o# oooporativonooor trootobility# dooinonoo, 
P«irpo»ivmioo»# and indopondonoo> • Toot.*r4>toaft roliobilty » *79. 
(4> Pioturo oociOAotrio: C3>ildron ratod poors by inoorting 
photos of classsatos into boxos on which happy # sad, and noutral 
facos woro sffixod. An aggrogat.o aeoro <tost-rotost. roli ability 
• *64> MS usod to donoto poor popularity* 

Tablo 1 sho%#s corrola^ons botraon toacbar ratings with 
rotos of Motioaa ond various roaot^ions to poar oaotion* Thoro 
^*9Tm oloarly noro bordarlina «nd significant, corradat-ions than 
aotpo cto d by chanco* 

Stopwiao aul^plo rogrossion analysos wars porfornod to 
dolinoato pattorns of prodictors of thm global toachors^ ratings* 



Pre&stoility £or inelusloa in th* ragrMslen •quatien w«a a«d« 

lilMr«i <B 1 .lOJ tor thmmm mnplormtorr mnmlr—m, .smo T«bl» 2 

tor rmMli!^ of tliM* aaalyMs. 

For frl«adlia«ss, two motion voriatlos, rsto of angor 

Cnosrs&ivoly w«i«htod>, and rata of happy diaplaya raaultad in an 
fi of ,23 Ct ■ 3.e2, B < -06J. For doainaaco, rata of ongry 
diaplaya, rainforcaaaat <botJ» poaitivaly wai9htad>» and ahariag 
ia raaponao t» aaotioa diapiaya (nagafivaly Mai9htad> raaultad in 
an B of .34 CC « 3.05 $ b ■ .09J. Similar raaulta haJd txua 
for iadapondonca, althou9h tha pradictora oatarad in a diffarant 
ordar. Purpoaivaaaaa waa pradietad by natohiag poaitiva and 
ik>«inforeing oaotion (waightad poaitivalyJ and aadnaaa (waightad 
nagativalya final • .35, £ - 6.6B, b < -02i. Raaulta for 

tractability aad cooparativanaaa wara aiailar; tractability waa 

pradiotad by aatchiag aagntiva aaotiona (waightad aagativaly) and 

2 

lookiag at aaotioa diaplaya (fiaal g - .48. I - 7.10, p < .OIJ. 
Cooparativaaaaa waa pradiotad by rata of aagry diaplaya, 
proaocial raactioa to aagativa aaotiona (both waigbtad 
nagativaly), looking and halping in raaponaa to aaotion <final g 
« .59, E ■ 6.43, B < -OIJ. 

Aa for PBO acalaa, aggraaaion waa pradiotad by rata of 
angar and laaving aaotional diaplaya, of tan angry <final g 
.44. £ ■ 11. 03, B < -OOIJ. Hyparaotivity was ainilarly 

pradiotad by laaving aftar paara' aaotioaal diaplaya, aad balpiag 

2 

ia raapoaaa to paar aaotioaa Caagativaly waigbtady {( ■ .36, t ■ 
7.53, B "-.OIJ. Tba PBO Hiaarabla/Uahappy factor waa pradiotad by 
igaoriag aaotiona aad rata of happy diaplaya Cboth aaativaly 
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«««ifht«d>» Miow*d by r»t« of ••<! displays Cpesitivsly i^siyhtwli 

8 • £ • 4-37, B < .053. 

Furtiiwr. elustwr MalyMs of subjects shewad that ohildrwi 

eeuid b» froup«d •f/iel»ntly aoeerding to .ll t«ach*r ratlnv 

wselov <B < .001 oxcopt for JfiMrabla/Unheppyi . Four groups 

rosultod— tho "boars", tho "frlondllos", tha "assortlvas", and 

tho -wisps" (H's - 3, 10. 11. and 7. raspactivsly> , Tabls 3 

indicatas thosa obsarvatlonol voriablas on which thaSa clustars 
dl i-f-ar. 

Discussion 

Ragarding tha first ais of this prasantntion. it is claar 
that thmrm axist coharant non-randoa ralations batwaan taachttrs' 
}ud9»ants of various positiva and nagativa aspact of adjustjiant/ 
soclsl cospatanca. and axpraasion of and raaction to spaclfic 
asotions of paars in tha classrooa, Happi ar childran look 
"battar- owarall to thair taachars. wharaas saddar childran look 
lass purposiva and Jndapandant. Angriar childran or thosa who 

)tch angar with angar. tit for tot. look lass cooparativa. lass 
tractahla. aora aggrassiva. sisply lass wall adjustad ovarall. 

lJultipla ragrasslon anolysas substantiatad thasa points and 
taka than a stap furthar— for axaspla. childran who wara saan as 
slsarabla thaasalvas wara lass likaly to ignora othars' asotions 
as wall as balng obsarvad as <zuita unhappy. Parhaps thay ara 
ovar-aspathlacing. Angar aaaas to hava a coaplax rola in 
pradioting mlmamnt^m of social -aaotional ooapatanoa— it was a 
strong pradictor of ratad aggrassion. was waigbtad nagativaly In 
tha pradietion of cooparati vanass. friandlinass. and 
tractobllity. but was also a posltivaly waightad pradictor of 

7 



tfoBinMe* and indttp^nd^nctt. Domlnmnem or lnd«pttndMie» %$mrm alao 
both iprodlctod by rmlnforaln^ tho oBOtlons of otJ)ors# but not 
ohorin«» l»o«, o kind of **bl9 abot*' syndroaio whoro chlldron 
bostow oono posltivo roftponslvlty# but do Qot 90 so far mm to 
sharo* AIso# looking ot oaotiona (attending vhilo SlClDS 
nothing^, a rathar paaalva bahavior# was a strong posltlva 
pradlctor of both cooparatlvanaas and tractability « In thasa 
classrooms oooparativa# tractabia childran wara In fact «ora 
paaalva **tagalon9s**# as this rasult would suggaat* Strong 
clustar groupings of subjaots according to taachar ratings^ and 
dlffarancas on obsarvatlonol varlablas for diffarant clustars# 
land strong support to tha foragolng rasults^ 

In suaaary# this study confirms consldaxabia corraapondanca 
batwaan solar and mora slcroanalytlc aaans of aasasslng social-- 
•notional cospatanca in praschoolars* Taacbaxs' judgaants on tha 
PBQ and Bauarlnd Q-Sort vara In many casaa ralatad to childran^ a 
obaarvad aaotlona and raactlon to thalr pavira^ aaotlona* It la 
also claor that thaaa aaotlonal donaln varlablas ara laportent 
aapacta of what wm call aoclal eoapatanca In young chlldrmn^ 
Happy, aad# and angry amotion dlaplaya# as wall as matching 
amotion^ or raactlng to amotion by ralnforclng# sharing # looking # 
halplng# J!aavlng# and Ignoring othars'' amotlona may all ba 
Important baaaa of judgmanta of aoclal compatanca mado by cidulta 
familiar to praachool childran.^ 
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E(!!5ti.gn Variabl^gs 

Obsvr vat i onal Var i ab 1 es 

Happy Sad Angry Match Match Rein Help Ignore Look Leave Prosocial 

Happy Angry Aggregateb 

Teacher 
Ratings 



Friendly 


.31 


.17 - 


.36 . 


IB -. 


31 


.13 


. 17 -. 


07 


.29 -. 


18 . 16 


Cooperate 


.15 


.05 - 


.59 . 


08 -. 


56 


.OO 


.20 -. 


13 


.53 


45 -.01 


Tractable- 


.05 


.24 - 


.56 . 


03 -. 


59 - 


.30 


.09 -. 


16 


.55 -. 


30 -.06 


Dcflii nant 


.20 - 


. 16 


.41 . 


12 


33 


.35 


.11 


10 


-.23 . 


11 .15 


Purposi ve 


.37 - 


.44 


.18 . 


39 


13 


.35 


.22 


00 


-.09 . 




Indep. 

d 


.25 - 


.32 


.42 . 


14 


28 


.31 


.09 


05 


-.27 . 


13 . 16 


Baumrind 


.40 - 


.18 - 


.20 . 


31 -. 


22 


.27 


.26 -. 


07 


.22 -. 


17 .27 


Aggressi ve 


e 

.05 


-.17 


.58 


.09 


.57 


.07 


-.06 


.10 -.41 


.54 .17 


Mi serable/ 
Unhappy 


-.29 


.37 


-.05 


-.31 


-.15 


-.34 


-. 17 


-.48 .Ol 


-.17 -.33 


Hyper — 
active 


- 19 


-. 16 


.37 


-.03 


.41 


-.03 


-.20 


.25 -.37 


.43 .01 


PBQ 
Total 


-.25 


.16 


.48 


-.15 


.36 


-. 16 


-.24 


-.05 -.31 


.42 -.08 


a 

d.-F. 


= 29; 


E < 


.10 at .30; 


B < 


.05 at .36; 




< .01 a 


t .45. 



b 

Prosocial aggregate — Matching Happy Rein-forcing + Helping. 

c 

First six teacher variables are -factor scales -frooi the 
Baumrind Preschool Behavior Q-Sort, 

d 

Baumrind Aggrf^gate « rriendly -i- Cooperative Purposive -t- 
Independent. 

e 

Next -four teacher variables are Preschool Behavior 
Questionnaire -factors. 
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2 

et»p Pradictor B R 

(Beta) 



Criterion Variable: Tractable 



Criterion Variable: Doeinant 



er|c 11 



Criterion Variable: Friendly 

1 Angry .359 .125 4.29 .05 

(--359) 

2 Happy .483 .233 3.82 .06 

(.323) 



Criterion Variable: Cooperative 

1 Angry .592 .329 15.69 .00 

(-.592) 

2 Looking .474 .436 6. 55 .02 

(.373) 

3 Prosocial to .530 .478 3.21 .09 
Negative Eeotions (-.252) 

4 Helping .803 .590 8.43 .01 

(.509) 



1 Matching Negative .590 .348 15.45 .00 
Eeotions (-.590) 

2 Lcaoking .692 .480 7.10 .01 

(.389) 



1 Angry .407 .166 5-77 .02 

(.407) 

2 Reinforcing Others' -512 -262 3.64 .07 
Eeotions (.311) 

3 Sharing .580 .337 3.05 .09 

(-.278) 



Tilbl* 2 (continuvd) 



2 

8t«p Prvdictor Q g IE 6 

(Beta) 

Criterion V«ri«bl»: Purposive 

1 PrMocial Reaction .438 .164 6.66 .02 
to Positive Emotion (.438) 

2 8«d .589 .347 6.66 .02 

<-.400) 



Criterion V'«riabli*: Independent 

1 Angry .415 .172 6.05 .02 

<.415) 

2 Sharing .514 .264 3.49 .07 

3 Reinforcing .606 .367 4.40 .05 

(.326) 

Criterion Verieble: Behar Aggression Score 

1 Angry .580 .336 14.67 .00 

(.580) 

2 Leave Others* .664 .441 11.03 .00 
Eeotions (.360) 



Criterion Variable: Behar Unhappy /Hi serabl e Score 

1 Ignore Eeotions .483 .233 8.81 .01 

(-.483) 

2 Happy .593 .352 5.14 .03 

(-.347) 

3 Sad .665 .442 4.37 .05 

(.302) 



Criterion Variable: Behar Hyperactive Score 

1 Leave Others' .429 .184 6.53 . 02 
Eeotions (.429) 

2 Helping .597 . 357 7.53 . 01 

(-.457) 
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iMCbK BAilDQl Clyiisr 








— 


Variable 


F 


p 


Contrast 




Happy 


4.49 


.01 


Bears <. Friandlias 


> 




4.29 


.01 


Wiaps > 




Angry 


7.52 


.001 


Bears >, WiAps <, 

Friendlies < 




Hatching Msgatlva 


6.22 


.01 


Bears >, Wiaps < 




Rain-Forcing 


3.88 


.02 


Assert ivas > 




Laaving Emotions 


2.00 


.14 


Bear s > , Asser t i ves 
Ui aps < 


< 


Pr osocial 


2.09 


.12 


Assert ivcB <, Bears 


> 


Sociometric Rating 

.ii 1. - ■■ - — — 


3.06 


.05 


Bears <» Friendlies 


> 
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